Two RVEY o Powemba

WEALD IRON RESEARCH GROUP

Winter 1973/4 scheme for revising information on water—pdwered sites
included by E. Straker in Wealden Iron (1931).

The following points are designed to produce a rapid survey of these
 sites, many of which have not been visited in recent.years. You will be
aware that Straker's site-~comments were unsystematic, and, beyond this,
modern developments such as tree clearance or planting, bulldozing, or

building, have made major changes.

Please ensure an adequate National Grid Reference,

1. Name of site. State if that used by Straker is in any way misleading.
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2. National Grid Refeﬁence (2 letters, 6 figures).
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3+ Access. State problems of terrain or lande-use., (If the name of
owner and tenant is easily available, this could be useful.)
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4. Features on the ground..
Main Dam Length’
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Height (estimate from both upstream and downstream
sides if possible.)}
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Condition (i.e. gaps, erosion etc; are there any
' good cross-sections in bulldozed gaps?
If s0, do these show the construction
materials used at different stages?)
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Pen-gggds - is there any evidence for dams upstream from the main
supply pond?

Mine pits -~ are there any close by?

W

The area below the dam
Clear indications of buildings, wheel-pits, sluices, etc. ©
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Surface irregularities
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5. Slags and cinders, (Keep samples.)
- Blast furnace slags (glassy). How much?

What is the general colour range? (In particular are there significant -
quantities light in colour?)
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- Forge cinders (generally rusty, bubbly, but varying widely in form.)
How much?
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- Are there many large cakes $furnace bottoms") over, say, 18"x 18"7
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- Ore = any scatter? T

= Purple shelly limestone = ngzx\\\\\\
' "~

Other surface finds (pottery, clay pipes, timbers, etc.) Note these

Are there any bulldings, industrial, domestic or agricultural, apparently
dating from the likely periocd of the site? Note briefly.
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Has the site been re-used (e.g. corn or fulling mill)?
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Do you know of any published or unpublished excavation which may have _
taken place? Note detalls, in particular of the excavator and location -
of finds in the case of unpublished work.
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9.  Is the site‘apparently threatened in any way?
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10. Do you know of any documentation missed by Straker? State details and
whereabouts, if known. . :
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11. ©Other comments.
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Do any indications of the site - e.g. field names, ponds, -
appear on the tithe appropriation map kept in the County
Record Office for the area ?

Persons found to have owned, leased or worked the site (with
dates and maximum details.)

Supplementary information,

Layout of Site

ITI,

Please sketch the visible features and attach ahy relevant
photographs,
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Do any indications of the site - e.,g. field names, ponds, -
appear on the tithe appropriation map kept in the County
Record Office for the area ?

Persons found to have owned, leased or worked the site {(with
dates and maximum details,)

Supplementary information,

111,

Layout of Site

Please sketch the visible features and attach any relevant

photographs,
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TEURSLEY IRONWORKS THRZE SITES

I. THREE SITZS

THURSLEY: o) Upper Hammer (finery and furmace)
b) Lower Hammer (forge, l-ter Silk Mills)

'I‘H‘URSLEY{ ¢) Cold HarLoir or Horsebane Hammer (below New Pond)
WITLEY
(forge)
ITI. GRID REFERENCES My comments
a) Straker SU915401  Hammer Pond In fact at tail-end of
(Upper) Hammer Pond.
L didp' i e L 3ilk Mill ite (Lower Hammer)?
hy“‘ ‘dj: tz?fadg% I;c.aé Aor }ﬁu k Mille iI iA w%ggmer)
b) OSAD 1) 91494014 Hammer ondd In fact a l-end of
: (Upper) Hammer pond.
2) 91704078 Pond Bay, Forge = Lower Hammer
3)  91554036) Tu> Hammer 3) In fact Fowl Pond,
4)  91684075) Ponds posgible pen—pond to
Upper Hbmmer.
4) Apparently an alternative
refererice for Lover Hammer.
e) WIRG 920413 Forge site In fact refers to Forked

(the only?) Pond downstreamy this was
a gtew pond: a document
of 1666 says of it:
#lyeinge belowe the said
hammer™. ﬁ"‘&lﬂ,
d) JP with help of -
B, Herbert e . »
1) 91604030 Upper Hammer  Maps etc. give "Humaer Pond
just above.
i recent visit showed no clag or cinder but much building wasite. Site
was on RBAST side of the head ag fipld-names =nd maps indicatee
2) 91324078 lower Hammer, later Silk Mills
Forge Cinder in leat (spillway or head-sluice?)
3) 91554036 Fowl Pond, possible pen-pond to Upper
Hemmer. ¥ow dry and bay-~remmmrts minmimal.
2) 92004056 Cold Barbour or Horsebene (band siiws
the dialectal increscent (excrescent?} 'd' ag in 'gownd' and perhaps
Cold in Cold Harbour. Below New Pond.
Porge—cinder found in stream.

Thug there were THREB SITES.
Tithe Maps for Witley and Thursley show Cold Harbour fp #tley and
CH Wood and Mead in Thursley. This discovery makes clear why the
documents or some of them, refer to z site in Witley and Thursleys
no other of the sibes fits thiws.

Horsebane iz Haulock water Dropwort, poiscmous to amimels and causing peads

ceusing palsy in Horses. Commen so not a diagnostic if found on = site..
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NOT TO BE REPRODUCED CASTLE ARCH
WITHOUT PERMISSION GUILDFORD
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Surrey History Centre, LM/349/53, 31 Aug 1608

Lease for 19 years '

1) Sir George More of Loseley 2) Edward Parker of Waverley, gent. Iron works newly erected on
waste ground at or near Burnt Mead, Witley; also pond, streams etc, ground for dumping coals,
sows etc, and cottage for workmen.

Surrey History Centre, LM/349/100/1, 15 May 1614

Copy of bargain and sale

1) Sir George More and Sir Robert More 2) Henry Belt of Rake in Witley parish, esq. Manor of Witley
with the Court House and all appurtenances and meadow called the Lords Pond, crofts called Bedells
Croftes, meadow called the Lords Mead, all manorial rights and profits of cotirt. tron forges onr
Witley alias Thursley Heath, workmen's houses, ponds, watercourses, ete, places used for laying
‘coals, sows, cinders', and free ingress and egress to and from the iron works, all reserved.
Consideration: £1,100,

TNA Close Roll, 15 James I, p. 24, No. 1; 17 December 1617

Mortgage

Sir George More to Henry Bell (cites deed of 14 May 1610 in which ironworks are leased by Sir
George More and Sir Robert More, his son, to Sir Edward More for 10 Years at £95).

Surrey History Centre, G5/2/326, 17 Dec 1618

Bargain and sale (confirmation of indentures of 14 May 1611)
1) Sir George More of Loseley

2} Henry Bell of Rake,

An iron forge, hammer etc on Witley Heath

Surrey History Centre, G5/2/289, 24 May 1620
Conveyance (counterpart}

1) Henry Bell of Milford

2) Sir George More of Loseley.

An iron forge, hammer, etc on Thursiey Heath.

Godalming Museum, PWD/7/2/1, 29 March

[dated to 1579 by Godalming Museum but stated to be of 1623 by Giuseppi (1903, 28}, which makes
more sense as the ironworks were reserved in the deed of 1614 and stated in 1610 to have been
‘lately erected and buit']

Release of iron works from Sir George More to Henry Bell of Milford

Release from {1) Sir George More of Losely [Loseley], Surrey, knight, to (2) Henry Bell of Milford,
Surrey, esq, of an iron forge, iron hammer and iron work in the occupation of Henry Bell, with all the
bellows, hammers, hammer beams, sledges, implements, instruments and tools, and ali the
workmen's houses, backsides and gardens, and all the ponds and other waters, and all the places
nearby for laying coals, cinders, etc.

Surrey History Centre, G5/4/51, 12 Mar 1633
Lease for 60 years



1) Henry Bell of Milford
2) Anthony Smith his nephew.
Forge called Horsebane Hammers on Witley and Thursiey Heath

TNA Chancery Bilis and Answers, Charles |, C. 1, 15. 12 July 1641 [cited in Giuseppi 1903, 37-42]
Lease to Francis Wyatt, then to Peter Courthope and Walter Burrell, sub let to Thomas and James
Burrell, brothers to Waiter.

Godalming Museum, PWD/7/2/3 [c.1640}

Inventory of equipment and tools included in the lease of the iron works from Anthony Smith [of
Rake, Witley] to Henry Penfouid, snr, and Henry Penfould, jnr [Lease missing]

With scribbled inventory of 'the tooles which was att the hamers when Mr Dibble left them’

Note on dating: Henry Bell died in 1634, and Smith, his great-nephew and heir, in 1669 (see Percy
Woods notes Volume H15). '

Surrey History Centre, G5/4/62/1, 3 jun 1662

Conveyance

1) Anthony Smith of Rack [Rake], Witley

2) John Barmes of Drury Lane, Middx, cheesemanger, and Henry Sadd of London, milliner, trustees
of Smith,

Lands in Witley and Thursley, including court house in manor of Witley; ironworks, furnace, furnace
hammers, forges with pond streams, workmen's houses, gardens, commodities, tools and
implements belonging to the ironworks; Cony manor; mill in Witley called Rakemill, mill house and
pond. Other field names specified.

Godalming Museum, PWD/7/2/4, 1 June 1665

Lease of iron works from Anthony Smith of Rake to William Yalden, snr, of Blackdown, Sussex, with
inventory

Lease for two years from (1) Anthony Smith of Rake in the parish of Witley, esq, to (2} William
Yalden, snr, of Blackdown, Sussex, esg, of 'all that upper forge and upper finery and the lower
hammer chaffery and lron works' called Horsebane Hammer or Cold Harbour Hammer in Witley
Heath and Thursley Heath, and the two ponds called the Hammer Pond and the Furnace Pond or
Finarie Pond, and all the forge equipment, etc, apart from the fishing rights in the ponds, including
making accessible the Forked Pond below the Hammer Pond. Yalden to pay all taxes and dues, Smith
to provide wood at a cost of 5 shillings per cord

Attached: Inventory of equipment and tools included in the lease 'to be left ...att thend expiration or
other determinacion of the...Lease' (2 copies, 1 of which has become detached).

Godalming Museum PWD/7/2/6, 1 October 1671
Lease of the Newe Pond from Thomas Smith of Milford to Henry Roker, snr, of Witley
Lease for twenty years from (1) Thomas Smith of Milford in the parish of Witley, gent, to (2) Henry

Roker, snr, of Witley, yeoman, of the Newe Pond, at a peppercorn rent, for the maintenance of the
pond.

Godalming Museum, PWD/7/2/5, 1 October 1671



Lease of the Hammer Pond, the Finary Pond and the Fowle Poole from Thomas Smith of Milford to
Henry Roker, snr, of Witley.

Lease for nine years from (1) Thomas Smith of Milford in the parish of Witley, gent, to (2) Henry
Roker, snr, of Witley, yeoman, of three ponds called the Hammer Pond, the Finary Pond or Furnace
Pond, and the Fowle Poole in the parishes of Witley and Thursiey, late in the occupation of the said
Heny Roker

Surrey History Centre, G5/2/9, 1681

Lease for 6 years for £10

1) Thomas Smith of Milford, gent

2) Henry Roker of Milford, yeoman.

An upper forge and lower hammer known as Hursbeane Hammer or Coldharbour Hammer on Witley
or Thursley Heath and 2 hammer ponds, Witley, etc.

Surrey History Centre, G5/3/97, 2 Sep 1719

Leasa {counterpart} for 21 years ’

1]} Thomas Smith of Milford

2) Thomas Hamshere of Thursiey, millwright.

Messuage and lands, Warren Lodge and the Upper Forge, in Thursiey.
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